
Dear Parents & Guardians,
It has been a privilege to have you and your child as a part 

of the Houghton Academy #69 Academy community. This 
school year went by so fast and we had much to accomplish. 
We have amazing students and teachers here at Houghton 
Academy. We are focused on creating a nurturing and 
safe environment that supports the love of learning.

Our guiding principles are the foundation upon which 
our school is built. We encourage, support, and guide our 
students in the principles of “The Six Pillars of Character.”

These principles are: Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, 
Fairness, Caring, and Citizenship. These principles are 
necessary to become a person of good, strong character. 

The following are six lessons that children need to learn:
1. The Benefits of Self-Control- Children who have greater 

self-control can resist temptation. They are less likely, as adults, 
to have health issues, financial stress, and problems with the law.

2. How to be Humble – Humble people are respectful. They 
do not behave arrogantly. They take a genuine interest in others.

3. How to be Resilient – A resilient person bounces 
back from obstacles and disappointments. Children must 
understand that failure in inevitable in some endeavors, 
adversity affects everyone, and correction is vital for learning.

4. How to be Responsible – People who are responsible are 
reliable. Train your child for the responsibilities of adulthood.

5. The Value of Adult Guidance – It is the duty of parents 
to provide leadership and advice to their children. Parents are 
the major influence on their child’s attitude and behavior.

6. The need for Moral Values – People with moral 
values have a clear sense of right and wrong.

Children will not develop these traits on their own. They need 
your guidance. During the summer, please take extra time with 
your child. They need and love you! We ask parents to make sure 
your child reads 20 to 30 minutes a day during the summer. 

We would also like to congratulate the Class of 
2019! We are all proud of you and your parents. Your 
achievements have only just begun. We all wish you the 
best of success and happiest of times in High School.

Have a Wonderful Summer!
Sincerely,
Mrs. Vandi-Kirkland
Principal #69
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Mrs. Vandi-Kirkland

STUPENDOUS SCHOLARS
Congratulations to all of these students for achieving 
honor roll status for all three school marking periods.

 Your commitment to academic achievement is quite inspiring, great job!

69

SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK
National School Choice Week 
movement is to empower students 
and parents in making informed 
decisions on what is the best educa-
tion option for their child. National 
School Choice Week recognized that 
education is not a one-size-fits-all 
and that children deserve an effec-
tive, challenging and motivational 
education. Through this, school 
spirit and pride are fostered. Hough-
ton’s own school spirit made this 
week memorable!
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HOUGHTON ARTISTS
A sample of some of this year’s wonderful 
artwork! These pictures include works from  
fall tree paintings, snowflake selfies, and inter-
pretations of Edvard Munch’s “The Scream.”

MAIL CALL
Neither snow nor rain nor heat  
nor gloom of night stays this  

courier from the swift completion of 
his appointed rounds. Mailman Dodge, 

from Mrs. Miller’s Pre-K, is our  
delivery man for the school  

fundraisers. Mrs. Weber and Dodge  
pick up the orders and deliver them  

to the students.

KINDERGARTENERS
The kindergarten classes 
celebrated their learning about 
apples and pumpkins by taking 
a trip to the farm! At the end of 
October the Houghton Academy 
Kindergarten students visited 
Becker Farm. The students learned about the farm, enjoyed a tractor ride, and picked 
pumpkins and apples to take home. The learning was followed up in class by having 
a science day to investigate and explore pumpkins! 
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CROSS COUNTRY TEAM
The 5th – 8th grade Cross Country team had a great season 
this year as we had all runners improve on their times while 

running the 1.5 mile course at Delaware Park. The season 
consisted of seven meets. During all seven meets every runner 

represented Houghton Academy with great sportsmanship, 
hard work and winning attitudes. We can all be proud  
of these student athletes. Thanks for a great season!

Coach Uhteg

GIRL’S BASKETBALL
The girl’s basketball team had a good 2018 season.  

They grew as a team and became more knowledgeable  
about the sport of basketball. They also learned  

that teamwork is a must. Great job this year.
Coach Uhteg

THANK YOU  
BUFFALO NEWS!

Everyone at Houghton Academy would like to 
extend our sincere gratitude to the employees of 
the Buffalo News for dropping off about 10 bags 
of coats that they collected in the fall to address 

the need for winter apparel for our students. 
Warm, cozy and stylish, thanks again!

NIAGARA CHOCOLATE  
FUND RAISER WINNERS
Our Holiday Niagara Chocolate Fundraiser was a huge  
success! We are pleased to announce the top winners.  
Our top seller was Skylar Barrett in Mrs. Kosobucki’s class-
room. Our second top seller was Justina Braziel in Ms. Jone’s 
classroom. Our third top seller was Tatiana Thornton in  
Mrs. Bauer’s classroom. Congratulations to our winners! 

THANK YOU SHEA’S 
PERFORMING ARTS 
CENTER!
Houghton’s junior high was 
selected to participate in Shea’s 
Fiddler on the Roof: Traditions, Fam-
ily, and Choices Education Program. 
It included theater, dance, and 
writing workshops led by Buffalo 
State and the University at Buffalo 
theater professors and culmi-
nated in taking the students to an 
evening performance at Shea’s to 
see “Fiddler on the Roof.” Everyone 
who participated had a wonderful 
time and expresses their grati-
tude to Jennifer Fitzery for Shea’s 
generosity and their educational 
workshops.
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I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! I want 
to thank all my teachers that taught me from first 
grade through eighth, especially the Junior high 
teachers. I want to thank all my family members 
who helped me through this journey. My favorite 
memory is being on the math team and winning 
second place. My plan for the future is to become 
a sports agent. This fall I am attending St. Joseph 
Collegiate Institute. 
 ~Nijon Breggins

I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! I am 
going to Middle Early College. My favorite memory 
is when my class went to Whispering Pines for a 
camping trip. My long-term goal is to own my own 
business. 
 ~Labron Chaplin

I am graduating from Houghton Academy. I would 
like to thank Ms. Puma and Mr. Cusack for pushing 
me to do better and Mr. Wiley and Mrs. Reese for 
helping me understand math. I also want to thank 
my mom and stepdad for pushing me to come to 
school every day.  
~Nelmarie Cruz

I’m graduating from Houghton Academy.  
Thank you to all my teachers.  
~Kalen Gumbs

I am graduating from Houghton. I have not been 
here a full year but I wish I was here longer. When I 
first moved to Buffalo, I was scared as to what the 
school was going to be like. Coming to Houghton 
has made me a better person.  
~Nasiful Haque

I am graduating from Houghton Academy. I want 
to thank all my teachers that helped me learn so 
many things. I will be attending Emerson in the fall. 
My favorite memory is the sleepover camping trip. 
~De’Janel Harris

I’m graduating from Houghton Academy and on 
to Emerson next year. I want to thank all my Junior 
high teachers for pushing me to exceed my goals 
and for putting up with my attitude.  
~Mikayla Hwale

Bye Houghton Academy! I will be at South Park 
High School in the new school year. Thank you 
everyone for helping me to succeed. My favorite 
memory is the Whispering Pines camping trip.  
~Destiny Jordan

It’s been a wild year! When I get older I will 
become a famous actress. Thank you to all the 
teachers and my mom. I will miss you all.  
~Ta’Laila Jordan

I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! Thank 
you to all my teachers for making it possible for me 
to graduate and go to Performing Arts. You have 
helped me through a lot and taught me almost 
everything I know today. My favorite memory is 
when I met all of my friends. Goodbye to Houghton 
and hello to a new future.  
~Gillian Kazukiewicz

I’m happy to be graduating from Houghton Acad-
emy! Thank you to all my teachers for helping me. 
I am going to do the best I can when I leave here. 
~Airick Lee

8th Grade Graduates’ Memories & Dreams Class of 2019
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I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! My 
favorite memory is when I started the school year 
and didn’t believe in myself. Now I know I can do 
things if I try. I continually hear the teachers saying, 
“You can do it!”  
~Randy McMillan

I’m going to Emerson after graduating from 
Houghton. I cook a lot at home and I want to learn 
how to bake from scratch. My favorite memory is 
meeting Mr. Cusack and Mr. Wiley for the first time. 
They helped me to understand life. I want to thank 
all of my teachers for getting me to where I am 
today. I also would like to thank my mom and dad.  
~Taylor Morgan

I am graduating from Houghton Academy! I want 
to thank my parents. I hope to be a computer engi-
neer. I learned I need to do homework to pass.  
~Jordan Morrison

I’m graduating from Houghton Academy in a few 
weeks. I’m going to Emerson in the fall. I like cooking 
and am excited about learning new things. I would 
like to thank all of the teachers who were there for 
me. ~Serenity Perry

I’ll be going to Hutch Tech next year. I am happy 
that I had my parents, my teachers and friends to 
make me smile every day. Always work hard to win 
your goals!  
~Saeeda Rahman

 

Wow, I’m graduating, I’m going to high school! 
To be honest, I had doubts about myself but my 
teachers changed that. I want to thank all the junior 
high teachers that helped me to succeed. I learned 
that being lazy, being a fool, is not going to get you 
anywhere. I will remember being on the basketball 
team. My goal in life is to become an actor. Hough-
ton Academy is a great school, I’m going to miss it. 
~Tyrell Ray

I can’t believe I’m graduating this year! I’ll be 
attending Middle Early College. I want to be an 
entertainer. My favorite memory is meeting my 
best friends Saeeda and Leyla. I want to thank my 
parents and my friends for believing in me. I’ll leave 
with this quote, “the only time you should look back 
is to see how far you have come.”  
~Selina Rebura

I finally graduate! I have to thank Mr. Wiley for 
pushing me to become a better student and person. 
~Roland Reddick

“When you’re writing the story of your life, don’t 
let anybody hold the pen.” I would like to thank my 
mother and father for bringing me into this world 
and loving and taking care of me. I love them. 
~Kyrie Sansom

I’m graduating from Houghton Academy! I will be 
attending Hutch Tech. in the fall. My long-term goal 
is to become a coder and design mods for video 
games. Thank you to all the teachers and my family 
for your support. One thing I learned from the 
teachers is to never give up.  
~Scott Scofield

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me. ~Dyminess Turner

I am graduating from Houghton Academy!! I have 
been here since pre-K and I can’t believe I am leav-
ing. In the fall I will be attending Hutch Tech. I would 
like to thank all my teachers for putting up with me 
and helping me to succeed. I am going to miss all 
of my friends, we made so many great memories. 
~McKenzie Wagner

Farewell Houghton Academy! I came here in the 
fifth grade and now I am graduating. I have some 
good memories here. I really hate to leave, but I 
have to look toward my future. “Yesterday’s tomor-
row is now”.  
~Brandon Wilson 

STAFF APPRECIATION DAY 2019

Happy staff  
appreciation day  
to the best staff  

in Buffalo!
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THE BUFFALO & ERIE COUNTY  
BOTANICAL GARDENS
Ms. McGee’s and Ms. Albert’s first grade students learned about veg-
etables, grains, fruits, and other plants on their tour of The Buffalo & Erie 
County Botanical Gardens. The “Plants We Eat” program helps students 
build an understanding of the nutritional value of plants and discover 
where our food comes from. It connected to our science unit on plants. 
Also, students enjoyed squeezing their own orange juice, cutting carrots, 
kneading dough, and getting a tour of the plants at the Gardens.

PAWS FOR LOVE
Room 307 welcomes PAWS FOR LOVE! Every Wednesday, the  
students in Homeroom 307 have the chance to read to therapy 
dogs. PAWS FOR LOVE is a volunteer based program offered 
through the SPCA. Certified animal behaviorists at the SPCA  
evaluate volunteers’ pets. Paws for Love began in 2006 and the 
program consisted of six volunteers. Currently, 500+ SPCA  
volunteers and their pets and behavior-certified therapy teams, 
are part of Paws for Love! After the students read to the dogs,  
they have an opportunity to socialize with the different breeds.  
Generally 3-4 dogs visit the classroom for 1 hour, every week.  
“I like the small and big dogs”, says Robert Pezzino. “I like reading 
to the dogs”, says Damian Suarez. “The best part ... I would say, 
EVERYTHING” Lyana Crout excitedly responds.

MATH LEAGUE
Congratulations to Mr. Wiley and Mrs. Reese for leading the 
Houghton Academy Math League in this year’s competition. 
The team placed second overall, just two points behind City 
Honors. The 2018-19 team participants included 8th graders: 
Leyla Akil, Nijon Breggins, Mikayla Hwale, Saeeda Rahman, 
and McKenzie Wagner and 7th graders; Qublat Agha, Ben 
Cryan, Emily Gamble, Abdulrahman Mohammed, and Jeremy 
Pokszywka. Among the team, Abdulrahman placed first, Nijon 
second, while McKenzie, Ben, and Jeremy tied for third.
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FATHER’S IN EDUCATION
An athletic evening of fun was enjoyed by all those who attended Sport Night for the Father’s in Education program,  

which encourages father’s/male representatives getting involved in their child’s education.  
Thank you to all who participated for making the night a great success.

GET DOWN,  
BOOGIE OOGIE OOGIE

Houghton Academy held its annual Father/ 
Daughter Dance and this year’s Disco theme  
drew a crowd of platform shoed, sequined 
and bell-bottomed dancers, transforming 

the gym into a boogie wonderland.  
The young ladies looked chic, the gentlemen 
were styling and everyone showed off their 

best Saturday Night Fever dance moves 
and had a great time doing it!
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TWITTER SENSATION
With November being identified through the Character Counts initiative at Houghton Academy as the month of citizenship,  
Grade 6 student Ziarra Griffin’s actions in her community fully exemplified this important core value. In an act of authentic  

empathy and compassionate citizenship, Ziarra witnessed a vehicle in her neighborhood get damaged by a school bus and  
demonstrated her true character by leaving the owner of the damaged vehicle a detailed description and picture of the incident. 
Ziarra’s incredible act of citizenship was not only appreciated by the owner of the damaged vehicle, but it was recognized, shared  
and celebrated by over 1.5 million people worldwide. This selfless act on the part of Ziarra is a reflection of the type of character  

we have come to expect in our students and it’s safe to say that the world is a far better place because of students like her. 

LITERACY CRAFTING
Literacy Craftivities during the After School 
Program allowed our 1st, 2nd, and 3rd graders 
to have a great time reading Room on the Broom 
by Julia Donaldson and creating their own 
disguises! Don’t they look great?


